The radiators themselves may be heated by the passage of hot water or steam through the tubes of which they are composed, and in a few cases they have been arranged to be heated by gas directly, and also indirectly, the tubes being filled with water, heated by Bunsen burners. In all cases the principle of working is the same. The fuel which furnishes the heat is consumed either in the furnace of a boiler in the basement, or, in the case of gas, at the gasworks, and the heat generated by the burning fuel is distributed either by hot water, steam, or gas. In the case of gas-heated radiators or gas-heated water radiators there is the secondary consumption fuel in the place to be heated itself; but the consumption of coal and the arrangements for handling the coal are at the gasworks.
In the case of electric radiators the fuel is consumed where the motive power is employed to drive the dynamo machines, and this may be in the basement, or in an outbuilding of the hospital, or at the town or county electricity generating station. 
